
November Meeting Recap
The last meeting saw a pretty good turnout, with a nice
complement of in-progress and completed models.
We also had some discussion about contest themes
for next year, but more about that in a li ttle bit.  Our
November raffle was won by Bil l Von Staden, who
selected the card that wil l let the club treasury
extend his membership in IPMS-USA for another
year.  This was a great idea for an award, and it is on
offer in the raffle every time we hold it! As always,
though we’d like to thank Steve Stohr and North
American Hobbies, as well as Mid South Hobbies
for their continuing raffle support during 2009.

After the drawing, a brief demo hosted by
Roger Rasor got a lot of attention.  Roger provided a
how-to lesson on making your own flexible sanding
sticks using 2-sided 3M foam tape, various grits of wet-
or-dry sandpaper and some of the Funky Foam (that
Phil brought to our attention). Using the tape instead of
super glue to attach the sandpaper to the flexible
backing resulted in a non-rigid sanding stick that can be
easily cut to different lengths and widths to fit any
number of sanding challenges…such as wing roots,
curved jet intakes and many other concave and convex
surfaces. It was a most helpful demonstration!

The components Roger uses to make sanding sticks   Photo by Rich Van Zandt

The in-progress models included a 1/32 Hasegawa Ki
84 Nakajima Frank by Roger Rasor. The wings were
assembled on this one, while the fuselage was dry-
fitted and temporarily taped together.  The level of
detail is pretty impressive on a model of this size, and
it looks like we are likely to see this one again at our
annual Out of the Box contest in March.

Roger praised the detail in Hasegawa’s 1/32 Ki 84      Photo by Rich Van Zandt

Rich Van Zandt was still working on the 1/48
Hasegawa F-8E(N) Vought Crusader.  This should be
an interesting, although French, subject when it is
completed!

A great looking 1/35 scale in-progress
Leopard tank from Ross Armstrong was a welcome
surprise.  It looked pretty good to us (for those in the
group who know something about the subject), but all at
the meeting could appreciate Ross’ excellent airbrush
finish.  It was most impressive, and those painting
skills will carry over to things with wings!

The completed models portion of the meeting
was led off by Anthony Stead, who had apparently
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put the idea of building a Tamiya P-51D on hold
while he finished three 1/48 kits – all from Tamiya.
A tri-tone F4U-1D Corsair and a Spitfire V in a

We were impressed with Anthony’s Tamiya Corsair.  Photo by Rich Van Zandt

‘green/grey’ scheme both looked good.  Number
three was an Fw 190F-8 that Anthony had painted in
the ever-popular RLM 74-75-76 scheme, and was
finished as ‘White 7’, which is on display at the
NASM.  Good job, and that might explain why
Tamiya’s stock is now up 3/8!

And equally impressed with his Spitfire and Fw 190  Photos by Rich Van Zandt

Stan Parker continues to work his way through the
1/48 scale range of available Japanese WW II aircraft.
This time he had chosen two IJN attack types, one a
bit more difficult than the other.  The Hasegawa B6N2
Jill  was a nice kit, which looks impressive when
complete, and does not take a lot of work to get

Stan’s impressive 1/48 Hasegawa B6N2 Jill                 Photo by Rich Van Zandt
it there.  Then there was the Yokosuka D4Y1 Judy
from Fine Molds!  It looks great when complete, being
one of the three commonly seen Japanese aircraft with
inline engines, the Tony and Sieran being the other
two.  But they don’ t want you to finish one without
putting in some time!  Fine Molds, huh?

And Stan’s 1/48 Fine Molds IJN D4Y1 Judy               Photo by Rich Van Zandt
The other Stan Parker Special at the meeting was a
rather large C-57D from the movie ‘Forbidden Planet.’
C-57D is another name for an identified flying object.
Stan believed it to be 1/72 scale, if you can put stock
in an exact scale for something like this.  Some of us
thought we could hear a strange humming sound
coming from somewhere within the model as Stan
lifted it off the table.  But, nothing supernatural
happened as he set it back down.  For the rest, we’ l l
just let the picture do the talking!

Stan’s big surprise was a 1/72 C-57D flying saucer    Photo by Rich Van Zandt



As the evening drew to a close, and models were being
boxed up, everyone was reminded that they only had a
few weeks to complete their entry for the chapter’s
December Roundels theme contest.

December Meeting/Contest Up!
Please try to make it to the meeting on the evening of
Saturday, December 12.  We will be having our annual
year-end meeting with the contest and pizza bash.  So,
bring your Christmas Spirit and your appetite. Also
please bring any new books, kits, decals and other
modeling goodies you may have picked up recently,
but hold off on the completed and in-progress stuff, as
we will want to devote our time to the models that
were featured in the ‘Roundels’  contest.

That’s right, it also will be the night of our
last theme contest of this year: Roundels, which is to
say aircraft with roundel national insignia.  And if
your contest model has been to a meeting before,
when it was in progress, please try to limit your talk
about the finished product to three or four minutes to
give time for those who only finish a few models
each year to show and talk about their contest entries.

Be sure you bring a smile too, as we will be
taking the annual group photo to include in the
January newsletter

And remember, the meeting officially starts
at 7 PM, but try to arrive in the parking area by 6:45
PM that evening to follow the hot pizza smell, and
parade with the rest of us through the security gate.
If you are late, call either Kevin Wilson’s cell at
(901) 833-7051 or Roger at (901) 237-3977, and wait
at the main gate.  Be aware that someone will have to
come out to let you in, so it may take a few minutes.
We look forward to seeing you there!

2010 Chapter Contests
Since we had most of the local members in attendance,
we went ahead and discussed and voted on contest
themes for next year.  And, one adjustment to the
contest schedule was agreed upon.  The March and
December contests remain where they are, but the June
contest will now officially move to July.  With the
IPMS USA nationals now usually being held sometime
in August, we think this will work out better and avoid
the recent ‘postponed contest’  syndrome that we seem
to have all contributed to in the past two years.

So here is the official 2010 contest plan:
March – Out of the Box Contest

July – Open Contest (Anything that flies)

December – ‘Airacobra’ Contest

We have named the final contest theme ‘Airacobra’
rather than “P-39” so that it’s clear that the P-400 and
Airacobra I are welcome, as well as ‘Little
Kobrushkas’ (in Russian service) and any other name
the fighter may have been known by in foreign service.
Since we’re moving the summer contest to July and
the ‘Aircraft Theme’ at the King Con this summer
will be ‘Battle of Britain’ we also discussed having
our June meeting be something of a commemorative
Battle of Britain evening.  It would not be an actual
competition.  Instead, it wi ll  be a display-only event.

We would like to give this idea a try and see
how it works.  So please plan to bring some of the
aircraft in your collection that would be appropriate
for honoring the combatants who met in the skies
over the British Isles during that summer 70 years
ago.  It should be an interesting evening.

Dr Phil
Well, Ho…Ho. Howdy boys…man, it is almost
Christmas time!  This used to be Dr Phil’s favorite
time of year, but now I just seem to stay ‘cornfused’
most of the time.  I don’ t know whether to say “Merry
Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, Krazy Kwanza”  or
what! I can’ t afford to offend anyone these days with
this insane cat that lives here.  I mean, he has gone
money crazy on me and will do anything, and I mean
anything for money.  Last week, I caught him trying to
volunteer me for a new drug-testing program.  It was
one of those deals where you get paid for allowing
them to test you for side effects!  Well, I tell you, I
must draw the line somewhere.

I found out this time that crazy cat was trying
to volunteer me for some sort of anti-adrenalin testing.
These people were going to lower me into a cage
containing a lion, a large grizzly bear and something
that resembled “Bigfoot”.  They told me that as I’m
being lowered into the cage, they would give me
some sort of drug that will lower my adrenalin levels.
If, and I must emphasize if I survive, they will then
use samples of my blood as the basis for their new
drug.  It paid pretty well and I actually thought about
it for a second or two, but a year’s supply of Cat
Viagra just somehow didn’t seem like quite enough
compensation to convince me to give this one a try.

Needless to say, Luke stomped around for a
day or two, mad as a wet hen.  But, now he just looks at
me and grins.  I know something’s up but he ain’t
talking.  Who knows, I may be testing Viagra laced
with Grecian Formula 409.  I don’ t know if it’ ll help my
hair but I think my sex life will regain its original color.

Here’s a scoop, I just found out some more
info on the Shur Tape Product called “Razor’s Edge



Gold” (for those of you who were not paying
attention or still coming off that Viagra/Coffee
cocktail that your wife slipped you, Razor’s Edge
Tape is the same as Tamiya Rice Tape.)  Last time I
told you guys that you can get this stuff at Sherwin
Williams Paint Stores.  Well, since then, Sherwin
Williams has decided not to carry this tape anymore!

What to do, what to do?  Well, I got a phone
call from my good friend Tom Winter in Nashville.
Tom had gone by his local SWP Store and sure
enough, they had the tape on the Clearance rack.  I
thought man this is just about par for my course.  Just
when I find this tape, they decide not to carry it!

Well, I speed on down to my local SWP store
and ‘oh bloody ‘ell’, there it is on the Clearance rack.
Well, the sale price was too good to pass up, so I buy
enough rolls of tape to re-float the USS Alabama or
enough to ex-foliate a certain cat that I know.  I start
thinking that I just might not have enough tape to see
me to the grave after all, so I immediately blazed a
new trail down to the SWP Store.  My plan was to
catch the manager in and offer to buy all the rest of
his “Razor’s Edge Gold” if he was in the mood to
negotiate.  Well, he ain’t there but a nice lady was
mixing some paint, so I patiently wait until she gets
done and ask if the manager is in.  He’s at lunch she
says but could she help me?  So, I smile and ask her if
she would give me a special price for all the rest of the
Razor’s Edge Tape in the store...but she just says that I
will have to wait until the manager gets back from
lunch.  OK, so then I check out the stash of this wonder
tape and the pile looks exactly the same as the last time
I was in.  So, I say to myself… Self?  And I say…
Yeah? And then I point out that it looks like maybe this
stuff really ain’t blazing out of the store…so, maybe we
don’t want it all…No, you idiot, maybe we can get a
better deal.  The argument continued for a few minutes
until we both got tired.  You know, sometimes myself
and I just are not quite ourselves.

Anyway, I start looking around the store,
killing time until this manager comes back from
lunch and what to my wondering eyes should
appear…NO, you idiot, NOT a tiny sleigh with eight
tiny reindeer.   Instead, I see “FROGTAPE”!!!!
FROGTAPE????  Yes, something called
FROGTAPE ‘for delicate surfaces’.  Well, lo and
behold, it is the same tape as the Razor’s Edge Gold;
it just comes in a really neat plastic container that
will protect the tape from all the little fuzzies that are
attracted to the edges of tape.  This FROGTAPE is
made by the same folks – SHUR TAPE, and is
exactly the same as Tamiya Tape that our little
Oriental Friends gouge us for at over twice the price.

OK, OK…now the rest of the story.  Shur Tape

is marketing this tape under another name and giving
you a nice plastic case to hold it…protect it… and love
it…and…Oh, sorry, got carried away there.  So, same
tape…different packaging, but actually better in the
long run. Check out Sherwin Williams and see if they
have both tapes.  The Razor’s Edge will most likely be
on the sale/clearance rack and the price is great.

In some stores, 1” wide rolls are now $3 per
roll, 1.5”  wide rolls are $4 and 2”wide rolls are $5.  In
other stores, for some unknown reason the 1.5”  rolls
are $5 and the 2”  rolls are $4.  One of those mysteries
that plague us all...like jumbo shrimp…extra
large…large gray furry cats that volunteer their owners
for all sorts of dangerous missions, (cue the Bond
music).  Oh yeah…I didn’ t buy the store out, so you
can still find some at Clearance price if you come to
the Cullman store (But, it might be easier to just find a
Sherwin Williams store in your area).

Fear not, oh Wunder Kins of the King of Rock
und Roll…your tape is safe.  Go and drink deeply of
the Fountain of Tape.  Well, maybe I am a little drunk
with joy.  Oh well, got to go for now.

Hey Kim, can I have another one of those
coffee tasting cocktails?  It’s really weird…feels like
my eyes are bugging out of my head!  Oh well, have
a happy whatever…

Dr Phil

Another Win in Huntsville!
Wow…it turns out that after al l of the hanging
chads were counted, i t was confirmed that another
IPMS Memphis Chapter member carried home an
award from Huntsvi lle. Seriously, we learned after
last issue went out that somehow Jim Webb’s First
Place award in 1/72 Jets was overlooked.  So, we send
Jim a big belated Well Done for capturing first place
honors at Huntsville with his F-86D Dog Sabre.  Some
of us believe that his little natural metal jewel is one
the best looking models Jim has produced so far.

Jim’s Hasegawa F-86D Dog Sabre won first place.    Photo by Rich Van Zandt



NEW – The Paint Column
A number of things prompt us to introduce a new feature
in the Leading Edge, starting with this issue.  There’s
been much discussion about what modelers will do now
that the Gunze Aqueous line is off the market in the U.S.
and Canada.  Many chapter members have been using
this paint for the majority of our models for well over ten
years.  And since it seems not everyone is going to head
in the same direction to deal with the situation, much can
be shared.  As we experiment with different types and
brands of paint, providing a central place where this
information can be sent to, collated and disseminated
from should be helpful to many of us.

So, beginning below we devote space to the first
of what hopefully will be a frequent paint column for all
to contribute comments about the paint or paints you are
using or intend to use going forward. We’re also
planning to include input on airbrushing from time to
time, as we know this is an area of interest to many.
Although the column probably will not appear every
month, it will be included in future issues as each
member contributes something.  And, although Bill Von
Staden has written the first one, his role may be seen as
more of a ‘host of the show’ because we think the content
should be coming in from all over.  Hopefully, we may
even learn more about how they paint models in Canada!

The Paint Column – Part I
Bill Von Staden
Many years ago, our chapter members were using
almost every brand and type of hobby paint available on
their models.  Then in the early 90’s, things changed.
Several pilots in the group who traveled all the time
started bringing back Gunze Aqueous paint from out of
town hobby shops they had visited.  Eventually the
majority of the models that made it to a chapter meeting
for the ‘Show & Tell’  session were painted with Gunze
Aqueous paint thinned with 91% isopropyl alcohol.
Well, that was then, and things are about to change.

Several months ago, our local hobby shop
started running short on some of the more popular colors
of our favorite paint and could not seem to re-stock their
Gunze rack for us.  Then some of the members who
travel regularly on business were coming back from trips
reporting that other shops carrying Gunze were having
the same problem.  We never did get a clear explanation,
but suffice to say that our preferred paint is now largely
gone from U.S. shops.  The quote from the manufacturer

below was taken from an online modeling website forum
in March 2008, when someone had contacted Gunze
asking about the availability of their paint:

“Thank you for your [interest] in our products.  We
regret to say that we have already stopped export of Aqueous
hobby colors to USA and Canada, due to the decrease in
sales in this area.” A. Hamano, GSI Creos Corp. Hobby
Dept. (formerly Gunze Sangyo)

So, there it is.  Despite the fact that it’s not
profitable to export Gunze Aqueous paints to the U.S.
and Canada, apparently it is profitable to bring their
Mr. Color line of acrylic lacquers here!  Most shops
seem to have pushed their remaining jars of the
Aqueous line aside, and have either replaced them in
the racks, or obtained new racks for the line of Mr.
Color.  (The caps on Mr. Color jars have a twist-tab
built in, making them too tall to fit into the old paint
racks, hence the need for racks with ‘headroom.’)

Although both lines are made by the same
company, there is not much similarity in the two
types of Gunze paint, other than the color range.  So,
as a modeler, I was not sure exactly what my plans
would be for my paint needs in the future.  Like
many, I have “several” jars of the old Gunze
Aqueous on hand, so I’m probably OK for a while.
But sooner or later I’m going to reach for a color that
isn’t there, and I will need to have a plan of action
ready to go.  In talking to some fellow chapter
members and “members at large”  who we see
regularly at model gatherings in one place or another,
I noticed that when I asked people what they were
going to do, I was not getting a common ‘across the
board’ reply.  Perhaps this should be expected, but I
thought the answers I was getting might make an
interesting article.  I like the idea of modelers not all
using the same type of paint.  For our club members,
this would be kind of a throwback to earlier times.

Joe Vincent was probably one of the original
three chapter members who started the trend towards
using Gunze Aqueous.  Joe, Thorbjörn Malm, and
Jorge Barnard were all bringing back Gunze from out
of town, since all three of them were pilots at the
time.  Joe still has a good stock of the Aqueous
Gunze on hand.  And since it can still be ordered
from Lucky Model in Hong Kong, Joe’s plan going
forward is to ‘stay the course’ and to keep using the
Aqueous line.  Joe traditionally thins with 91%
isopropyl, with a single drop of lacquer thinner added
to the cup for some added ‘bite’ into the plastic.

Roger Rasor reports he intends, like Joe, to
‘stay the course’  and use the Gunze he has stock piled
and/or until he can no longer get it from Japan (but,
we know Roger also uses Tamiya sometimes almost
interchangeably with his Gunze and also prefers
Alclad II for his natural metal finishes).



Rich Van Zandt was pretty quick to get some paint
from the Gunze ‘Mr. Color’  line and try it out.  His
comment right off was, “ It’s different!”  Rich did have
experience with the new paint producing ‘cobwebs’  as
he sprayed, but after getting himself a supply of the
Gunze ‘Mr. Leveling Thinner’ this has gone away.
From what I have read, this is made from Mr. Thinner
with the addition of a slight amount of Gunze’s ‘Mr.
Retarder – Mild.’   It’s hard to know how much of it is
retarder, but educated guesses I have read put the
amount at one to three percent of the volume of
thinner. Rich uses the Floquil ‘silvers’ (Old Silver,
Bright Silver and Platinum Mist) and Alclad for his
natural metal finishes.  And he also uses Model Master
when he needs to use enamel paint on occasion.  He
didn’ t specify exactly when that was, but Rich paints a
wide variety of finishes. He says he will also use
Tamiya acrylics where the Mr. Color range falls short
of the color he needs.

Scott Doyle has been using some of the paints
from White Ensign.  These are enamels packaged in
small cans (tins) similar to the Humbrol line and
originated as a line of paints for model ships.  But they
have since expanded into aircraft colors for many
nationalities and this expanded color range was what
got Scott’s attention.  To thin them, he has been using
lacquer thinner, and is very pleased with the results.  He
says they cover well, and he has both sprayed and
brushed them.  Scott still has a variety of Floquil, Gunze
Aqueous, Polly Scale, Aeromaster and Model Master
on hand, but says as these are depleted, he plans to
move into the White Ensign or Gunze ‘Mr. Color’  lines.
To thin the Mr. Color line, he has been using Mr. Color
Thinner. He did not mention having any problems with
‘cobwebs’  as some others have when not using the Mr.
Leveling Thinner.  Scott also uses some Tamiya for
general colors, especially the whites, and thins these
with lacquer thinner when he uses them.

Jim Webb substitutes Tamiya acrylics when
he can’t get the appropriate Gunze aqueous colors,
and he has been thinning them with alcohol or the
Tamiya thinner with a couple of drops of lacquer
thinner added.  He also began to add layers of color
from the Vallejo line as he was weathering, and is
using these more and more.  Jim is thinning the
Vallejo with future and a few drops of distilled water.

Pat Donohue was not bothered by any change
in the availability of the Gunze Aqueous line, as he has
only been using enamel paints.  He is using Model
Master, Xtra Color and White Ensign products.  And
to make it an even more manly hobby, he thins all of
these a minimum of 1:1 with…wait for it…Xylene!
This is for base coats and the like.  For mottles and
color demarcations this is bumped up to 2:1.  Let’s just

say that I hope an honest-to-God respirator is also
involved!  (I think Pat also used the original Floquil
lacquers with DioSol back when they were available,
hence his preference for the xylene for a thinner.)

Phil Hale, a.k.a. Dr. Phil, uses Model Master
enamels and Tamiya acrylics.  Phil is also the one
who started the local trend, with an Eduard Mirage
III, of using Floquil (enamel) silvers for replicating
natural metal, rather than the more exotic, and
expensive, SnJ, Alclads and Testors Metalizers
products.  Despite using enamel, Phil still prepares
the model by spraying it with gloss black, as if he’s
going to use Alclad.  But we’re getting off topic here,
and there is likely to be another paint column devoted
to natural metal finishes in the future anyway.

OK, so there are the results of our informal
poll on what some people are going to use with the
water-based Gunze off the racks.  For people who will
continue to get the Gunze Aqueous for their use one
way or another, and for people not using it anyway,
the answer is moot.  And as for the people ‘moving
on’  to something new, you can bet that many of the
answers we got on ‘what and how’  are likely to be
somewhat tentative.  I don’ t think we have someone in
the chapter with all of the answers on spraying Vallejo
acrylics.  So we are going to give it some time and go
back and check at some point to see if some of the
original thoughts might have changed.

I recently grabbed a jar of Model Master II RLM
79 Tan and sprayed a wing with it.  I thinned it with
Testors enamel thinner, and it went on smooth, covered
well, had great color for what it was supposed to be and
didn’t take overly long to dry.  But, you know, after
spraying acrylic paints thinned with isopropyl alcohol for
over ten years, I decided I just couldn’t handle the smell
of enamels anymore.  I’ve always used Tamiya acrylics
as kind of a ‘ fallback’ paint.  I’ve been thinning it with
lacquer thinner, and I have always gotten good results,
But, I really don’t like mixing paint, and I am not happy
with all of the Tamiya colors, especially their Luftwaffe
shades.  I’m not thrilled about a cloud of lacquer thinner
in the room, either. Oh, I’m OK with the smell, but I am
starting to wonder about the wisdom of inhaling too
much of the stuff.  After hearing Jim Webb say he’s been
thinning it with Tamiya X-20A thinner and a drop or
two of lacquer thinner, instead of lacquer thinner alone, I
think I’ ll give that a try.  I will use the Tamiya where they
have the color I want, as I’d still like to avoid mixing
when possible.  So I don’t have an answer for what to use
for those other colors.  But I kind of like the idea of
getting back to where I finished a model with one paint,
and then used a different brand on the next one.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
If you have comments on this article, or want to share with



us what paints you are using, we’d love to hear from you,
especially if you are using Lifecolor, or Humbrol or some
other brand of paint that we have not mentioned above.
Please be sure to tell us what you use to thin the paint and
any additives (such as a retarder) you might be using.

Please send comments along these lines via
email to: bvonstaden@ yahoo.com and be sure to put
‘Paint Column’ in the Subject Block, let it be mistaken
for the dreaded ‘Spam’ and deleted!

Pat’s Experience in Extreme
Modeling – Randy Lutz Style
One of the most enjoyable parts of modeling for me is
when I have a model almost together and ready for its
first color coat. I then white glue the gear on, gear
doors, cowls, prop, etc. to see if all my measuring and
shimming during construction have paid off when I set
the little horror on the alignment grid.

Well such time arrived for my Fw 190A-4
(Hasegawa) and man it looked good! The vertical
stab was vertical, the stab was horizontal and the stab
tips hit the wing tops at the same time as I ran my eye
down the model. Both landing gear legs were identical
in stagger as well as their inward cant, and the wheel
camber matched. Then it happened! What is THIS that
my bi-focaled eyes are seeing! Grab the ruler and
protractor-quick!  The wing tips didn’t line up on the
grid at the same point.  I measured the wing tip distance
and there was a 3/32”  (scale almost 5") difference in
wing tip height! The landing gear height was identical
and the gun openings were the same height.  This does
not make sense. After staring at the model for some
time and a few glasses of tea, I found what the problem
was. The right wing was fine, but the left wing had a
subtle (until you see it!) WARP/TWIST along the
leading edge outboard of the outer wing gun
positions. The left outer wing panel was twisting
downward along the leading edge. Sigh!!!
 Looking at the model from the side, the right
wing tip had a positive angle of attack in relation to
the longitudinal axis but the left side had a slightly
negative angle. It was something I just couldn’ t live
with.  Each time I looked at the model, my eye was
drawn to the warp/twist and from dead ahead you
could see the left wing tip rolling downhill so you
could see more of the left upper wingtip than the right
one from the same viewing point.  It was just too
obvious.  I assumed that I had a rouge kit and the
plastic had been pulled from the mold too quickly or
some other problem had occurred, as I had not heard
of any other modelers having this problem. I had also
run into a twisted vertical stab earlier which I DID
catch and bent back to the vertical, and also had a

hassle with mounting the wing onto the fuselage.
So what to do? Well I had noting to loose.

Just fix it.  If worse come to worse, I could remove
the wing and install another from another kit. As I
had a lot of time and effort in the installed wings and
wheel wells with all the added details like ribs,
stringers, extra detailing, gun barrel mountings,
scribing of gun doors, etc. I really didn’t want to take
that route IF I could avoid it.

So, how to fix it? I started with the simplest
idea first…heat the wing outboard panel and try to twist
it back into the correct relative position.  So I dipped the
wing in a cup of very hot microwaved water up to the
point where the warp started   Almost immediately the
wing started to cave in on itself! This supported my
belief that the model was defectively molded as the
plastic seemed to fold in on itself. Looking at another
kit in the stash seemed to confirm this, no twist/warp on
the leading edge. OK, what next?  Obviously there’s no
way to repair the outboard wing on the model now.

Then I remembered a few years ago Randy
Lutz ran into a problem with a Monogram Bf 110 with
a warped tail and he bravely SAWED the entire tail off
and reattached it at the correct angle.  I had briefly
thought about sawing off the original wing panel and
trying to reattach it at the correct angle of attack it, but
the mating surfaces would have had to be the same and
as the warp was confined to the outer panel, this would
lead nowhere using the same part since it still would
have the twist.  Could this work with a new outer wing
panel? I wrapped the wing in tape as a cutting guide and
using my UMM saw, cut off the outer wing panel.

I then (and this hurt) opened up another Fw
190 kit and using the measuring points from panel
lines on the inboard wing section, cut matching panels
from a upper and lower wing panels from the donor
kit, added some Evergreen spars and glued together the
new wing panels.  Sliding the replacement wing panels
on to the spars allowed me to check the new wing
measurements.  With some fine-tuning, the new wing

Pat’s replacement wing section and Evergreen spars     Photo by Pat Donahue

panel was attached, shimming as needed to align it,
(making sure the panel lines lined up and the leading



edge/trailing edge were in the same plane, etc). Then I
puttied and smoothed the join line and restored a few
lost panel lines along the join. And, Presto…there was

The wing section attached and the join line puttied         Photo by Par Donahue

NO WARP / TWIST along the leading edge and within
1/64” (scale 3/4") height difference. The amazing thing
was that it took less time to do all this than to figure out
what the problem was in the first place.

‘Ya know there may be something in that Labatt
beer from Canada, giving people new modeling ideas,
and the fortitude to cruise into uncharted territory,
maybe a teetotaler like me could learn a new trick or two!
Pat Donahue
IPMS 5261

Holiday Wishes
We know there will be some of you whose presence
will be required at some other holiday party this
coming Saturday night, thus missing the opportunity to
join us at our meeting.  And there also are those who
live a fair distance from us and may not get to make it.
So, the officers and members of IPMS Memphis who
will be gathering that evening would like to take this
time to send you our best wishes for the holidays, and
thank you for supporting this chapter.

We appreciate all of the contributions to the
newsletter and the website, the emails and phone calls
and your visits to Memphis when you are able to make
them.  We enjoy seeing you at all of the various IPMS
model shows in the area and hope we will get to spend
more time with you all at events in 2010.  Until then,
we wish you all a safe and happy holiday season!

Let Us Hear from You
Remember, the Leading Edge is a product of monthly
contributions from chapter members and friends. Send our
Editor Roger Rasor and/or Bill Von Staden any information
you have for the next issue. Email your information
roger.rasor@ipaper.com and/or  bvonstaden@yahoo.com

IPMS Memphis
www.ipmsmemphis.com

Annual membership in IPMS Memphis is $15/year,
payable in January of each year, plus $3 meeting dues
collected at each meeting attended.

Meetings are held on the second Saturday of the month at
the Pinnacle Airlines training center, 1785 Nonconnah Blvd,
Suite 111, Memphis.

President:  Roger A. Rasor
e-mail: roger.rasor@ipaper.com
Phone: (901) 237-3977

Vice President:  Bill Von Staden
e-mail: bvonstaden@yahoo.com
Phone: (901) 758-0779

Secretary/Treasurer :  Kevin Wilson
e-mail: KWilson206@aol.com
Phone:  (901) 833-7051

Webmaster:  Scott Doyle
e-mail: scott@ipmsmemphis.com
Phone:  (901) 751-4039

IPMS Contact Mailing Address:
IPMS MEMPHIS, 1677 Falling Leaf Rd., Germantown,
TN  38138-6286

Treasurer:
Kevin Wilson, 10176 Fox Chase Drive, Olive Branch, MS
38654

IPMS Memphis is a chartered chapter of IPMS USA and
IPMS Canada.  For more information, visit
www.ipmsmemphis.com
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