
December Hosts a Rowdy Group!
You couldn’t have asked for a better meeting to wrap
up 2008.  Phil Hale and Walt Holmes were up from
Alabama (although we had no Moon Pies for them to
take back home) and our northernmost member Steve
Stohr made the trek from Ottawa, Illinois to be there.  A
few people didn’t make it, but the majority did, and the
room was pretty full.  Kevin Wilson made the catering
arrangements and showed up with a truckload of pizzas
from across the state line.  (We didn’t ask how fast he
drove, but they were still pretty hot when he got there!)
Our December meetings have taken on the atmosphere of
more of a Christmas party than a chapter meeting, and
we kinda like it that way.  Food came first (what were
you thinking?) and Roger started the meeting after that.

We held the monthly raffle and a special
Christmas drawing (jointly sponsored by North
American Hobbies and Mid South Hobbies). Kevin
Wilson held the winning raffle ticket and took home a
1/48 Hasegawa Focke Wulf Fw 190A-5 kit with the
BMW 327 car included, supplied by Steve Stohr. (Those
with a good memory might recall that Kevin is currently
on a ‘raffle roll’ and stands a good chance of having his
legs broken if he does not cease and desist). Stan Parker
was then happy that he was holding the winning number
for the Christmas raffle.  He promptly collected a $25 gift
certificate from Mid South Hobbies.

Before we got around to the contest, we were
pleasantly surprised that Joe Vincent had completed the
2009 Chapter Calendar and had printed some for each of
us to carry home.  There were a couple of events that Joe
didn’t have a firm date for yet, but enough space on each
month to pencil them in when confirmed. Our thanks to
Joe for that little Christmas bonus.

The final contest of 2008, with the ‘Oldies but
Goodies’ theme, was more than a mild success, as it
drew more entries than any chapter contest in recent
memory.  And this was in spite of two would-be entries
in the room that didn’t quite make it to completion!

Every model on the contest table proved that there are
many 20-year old kits on the market that can be made
into great models in the hands of good modelers.  Rich
Van Zandt took top honors with his reinforced, slightly
re-scribed and re-drilled Hasegawa 1/48 A-7E.  This one
was nicely done in an experimental paint scheme of
black, tan and pale gray flown by VA 22.  Check it out!

Rich’s Hasegawa A-7E captured first Place     Photo by Rich Van Zandt

In second place with what had to be at least one of
the oldest kits in the contest was Roger Rasor with
his 1/48 Williams Brothers Corben Super Ace.

Roger’s Williams Brothers Corben Super Ace       Photo by Rich Van Zandt
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The Super Ace was a homebuilt aircraft marketed in
the 1930s and powered by an auto-mobile engine,
usually out of a Model ‘T.’ The yellow, black and
silver model turned out nicely, and if it is like other
Williams Brothers kits we have seen, well, let’s just
say this one probably took some work!

In third place was Joe Vincent’s Monogram
F-100D kit, converted to an F-100C with the use of some
Cutting Edge resin parts from the now-departed Meteor

Joe finished his F-100C in his own markings!        Photo by Rich Van Zandt
Productions.  Joe had a first hand connection with the
aircraft carrying this serial number – he flew it!  This
one was well turned-out and had scratch-built practice
bombs and bomb rack under the wing.

Bill Von Staden had used a 1/48 Hasegawa
Bf 109E-4 kit from the original series released in
1987-88 to build his model.  This one had a resin
cockpit, wheels, and prop/spinner assembly, and very
accurate ‘Wasp’ nose markings of SKG 210 on it.

Bill’s Hasegawa Bf 109E, from the ‘87/88 molds    Photo by Rich Van Zandt
The big 1/32 Hasegawa Boeing F4B-4 was Stan
Parker’s entry in the contest.  Stan stayed with the
‘yellow wings’ theme he began a month ago when he
displayed a smartly finished Monogram Kingfisher at
the last meeting.  This one was a most colorful model,
of one used by a Navy bomber, not fighter, squadron!

David Morris’ entry was also from a 1/32
kit, the Hasgawa Me 163B Komet, and he had a
‘little’ horror story to go along with it.  Apparently,
he had a burning need to strip it of all paint and
completely re-do it on the day of the contest!  Thanks

Stan’s ‘Oldie’ was the 1/32 Hasegawa P-12E    Photo by Rich Van Zandt
to some fast, and careful, moves with an airbrush and
a hair dryer, he was able to get it there, and it looked
very good!  But wait - don’t touch that paint!

David’s freshly painted Hasegawa Me 163B      Photo by Rich Van Zandt
Jack Wade had built the old Hasegawa 1/72 Sea
Harrier. He had begun this one about 20 years ago, so
it obviously met the contest criteria.  Jack dusted it
off and finally had a reason to finish it. His efforts

Jack’s Sea Harrier took nearly 20 years to finish!    Photo by Rich Van Zandt
looked pretty good to us, but Jack pointed out the kit’s
outline inaccuracies, and suggested that the Italeri/ESCI
kit would be the one to use now.

A 1/48 Monogram P-39D Airacobra kit of
1970s vintage was Jim Webb’s choice for the
contest.  As Jim explained it, he had to build this one
about one-and-a-half-times to get it into final form,
but he did get it there.  The Russian-flown plane had



Jim’s Monogram P-39D in Russian markings   Photo by Rich Van Zandt
over-painted U.S. markings and a red nose, and the
results looked good despite his troubles with it.

Kevin Wilson is fond of the Grumman S2F,
since his father flew on one in the USN.  But he also
has a thing about fire bombers.  So, what could be
better for him than building the 1/72 Hasegawa S2F
Tracker as a firebomber?  Well, after a last minute

Kevin’s colorful 1/72 Hasegawa S2F firebomber   Photo by Rich Van Zandt
winning bid on eBay to come up with the limited run
decals, and a lot of work on a challenging kit, Kevin
overcame all it and ended up with a nifty red and
white S2F firebomber.

Steve Stohr  couldn’t resist the opportunity to
show the Memphis boys what he did with a 20+ year-
old kit.  Steve actually brought a pair of 1/48 Otaki Fw
190 A’s and decided to enter White 4 with the black
and white checkered cowling in the contest.  We were

Steve’s well-weathered Otaki Fw 190A White 4    Photo by Rich Van Zandt

happy he decided to make the weekend trip to join in
the competition and from the look on Steve’s face, he
seemed to be pretty happy that he had made it to the
chapter’s last meeting of 2008 too.

“ Hi, My Name’s Steve…I ’m a Modelholic”      Photo by Rich Van Zandt
In addition to the ten models in the competition, both
Scott Doyle and Phil Hale brought in-progress models
to prove that they had every intention of participating.
Scott had his 1/48 Tamiya Buffalo and Phil had a nearly
completed 1/48 Hasegawa F4 Phantom.  There was
little doubt that the ‘Oldies but Goodies’ theme had
stimulated a lot of interest and from the looks of the
finished (and nearly finished) models, and the stories
that were shared, everyone enjoyed the challenge.

January Meeting – 2009 Is Here!
Yeah, can you believe it?  Well, they say time flies
when you are having fun.  That being the case, we must
be having a ball because it’s already time for you to
bring us more money!  The meeting will be on the
evening of Saturday the 10th this time, and it will be a
standard format event so bring models and ‘new stuff.’
Also, please bring $15 to pay Kevin Wilson, your 2009
dues, preferably in the form of a $5 and $10 bill, unless
you don’t mind getting some singles back for your $20.

Try to show up early before the security gate
closes, since it is being locked again.  We will gather
outside at 6:45 PM to try to make a mass entrance.  If
you are late, call either Kevin’s cell at (901) 833-7051
or Roger at (901) 237-3977 to get in the door.  We look
forward to seeing you there!



2009 Contest Themes Selected
Most all members logged in and cast a ballot before
the January 2 deadline, and Scott reported that when
the votes were tallied, here’s the order of preference:

1. Roundels (25 vote points)
2. Post-WWII (13 vote points)
3. Pre-WWII (12 vote points)
4. Multi-Wing (  9 vote points)
5. Open (  7 vote points)

So, following our annual March OOB contest (an open
contest for anything that complies with the
IPMS/USA National OOB rules), Post-WWII  will be
our June contest theme (For any aircraft in service after
September 2, 1945, with a cut-off at 1970).  Since the
degree of difficulty will likely be a little higher for
Roundels, it will be our December contest theme (For
any aircraft marked with a national insignia consisting
of concentric rings…and Kevin, that could mean a
Multi-Wing aircraft).

Based on the high level of participation in the
’08 December contest, and the quality of the models
that were entered, we’re hopeful that these themes will
result in as many great entries on the ’09 contest tables.

So…once again guys, let the games begin!

Dr Phil
Weee Doggies, here we are in another year…Wow!
Walt wanted me to pass on to everyone that it was great
eating your pizza and fondling some great models at the
December meeting, but he said he did miss having a
brewski to go with the pizza.  I’m kind of glad though,
because it would have been a rougher ride home.

We did lose a little time on the way back to
Alabama.  We left you all around 10pm and didn’t
get home until after 3am.  Somewhere along the way
home, we remembered seeing this bright light in the
sky above us, and well…it seems we lost about two
hours.  We noticed we both were sore in some strange
places.  Now, I’m not saying we were abducted by ET
or anything like that, but I have this strange etching on
my car’s windshield that resembles Mr. Spock from
Star Trek.  Oh well, Mississippi after midnight…
anything is possible.

I thought this month we would discuss a tip that
I picked up from the master himself: Sir Richard Van
Zandt.  I had put the slime lights on the wing tip of my
F-4 the wrong way.  Rich was kind enough to tell me
of a time he had to remove a decal from a model so he
could use it again when he didn’t have a spare.  Now, I
have on many occasions used tape, sandpaper or x-acto
blades to remove an errant decal as I’m sure most of us

IPMS Memphis members at the December meeting, seated (Left to Right): Roger Rasor, Kevin Wilson, Stan Parker, Bill Von Staden, Phil Hale, David Morris, and
standing (Left to Right): Rich Van Zandt, Joe Vincent, Jack Wade, Scott Doyle, Richard Von Staden, Jim Webb, Walt Holmes and Steve Stohr.



have done. But Rich shared a tip that will in most cases
save the decal.  He said to cut a small piece of paper
towel the size of the decal, dip it in warm water and
place it over the decal.  He said to keep placing warm
water on the paper towel until the decal glue starts to let
go and the decal is movable.

I asked how long should it take for the decal
to let go and Rich said that it should loosen in about 15
to 20 minutes.  Well, using my best Redneck logic…if
15 minutes is good then two hours ought to be great!
So, right there, I had committed my second mistake.

Hey, wait a minute, Dr P!  Did I lose a little
time here or can’t you count? What was the first
mistake?  Very simple, young grasshopper…when
you can pluck the pebbles from my hand, you will be
ready to leave the temple.  Oh, sorry, I’ve been
having a few odd sensations since I lost those two
hours.  My first mistake was that I should have cut
the paper towel just big enough to cover the decal
like Rich said.

OK, Doc…now you’ve got us on the
hook…so what else happened?

Ah, wait for it, wait for it…OK grasshopper…
I left the stinking piece of paper towel and the warm
water on both the decal and the surrounding Future
gloss coat way yonder too long.  Remember my
Redneck logic or lack of it, well, when Rich says 15-20
minutes, he ain’t kidding.  I had retired to my reading
room for some much-needed peace and quiet (No Scott
I wasn’t in the John) to let the warm water and paper
towel do most of the work.  Well, By Jimmiejingos, it
did! When I lifted the paper towel from the afflicted
area, much to my chagrin (chagrin…See, the ole Doc
ain’t too dumb, but I felt like it when I lifted the paper
towel.) the water had loosened the decal alrighty, but it
also had caused the Future to bubble up over most of
the area under the paper towel!

Now, science has determined that Redneck
logic strikes a modeler about very ten seconds.  It’s a
hideous disease that has no known cure.  But, for the
mere sum of $25.00, our team of trained professionals at
DPIOFFACFRNL (Dr Phil’s Institute of Finding a Cure
for Redneck Logic) will send you a list of cures we’ve
tried for this insidious mind altering affliction that
takes an innocent act and turns it into a gut wrenching
accident that Satan himself would enjoy.

Moral of the story here is just this:  When a
guy tells you something, listen close and DO NOT
attempt to improve upon it.  He may know just
EXACTLY what he is talking about because he too
has been a victim of what I like to call RNLS
(Redneck Logic Syndrome).  It is very hard to
distinguish an RNLS victim from your average
ordinary modeler.  On occasion they both exhibit the

DIHL Stare (deer in the headlight) or as I call it, The
!/72nd scale thousand yard stare…so, ah…lets see…
hmmm…if one inch equals six feet, then the 1/72nd

scale thousand yard stare would really be…what?
6000 inches, or 500 feet…hmmm?

You may live next door to a RNLS victim
and never know it.  You may never see the results of
RNLS until that fateful day when he or she can no
longer hide their disease.  It may rear it’s ugly head
in the form of a neighbor falling from his kid’s swing
set while attempting to do a complete loop over the
top bar or using gasoline to clean his tools while
enjoying a fine cigar.  You may never know that the
guy that you shared a room with at the Nationals has
RNLS.  A little frightening, isn’t it.

My advice is to watch the whole bunch of them
carefully and listen for the War Cry of the RNLS
victim:  ”Hey ya’ll watch this!” or the most insidious
“Don’t worry Honey, I know what I’m doing!”

Well, that’s all for now.  I hope you all have
a great New Year and I’ll look forward to seeing you
in March.

Whoa, there Dr Phil…back the truck up just
a Dadgum minute here and tell us how you managed
to fix the bubbled up Future.

Well, my little grasshopper, I’m still working
on that one.  I’m just playing Paul Revere here.  You
know…telling you the British are coming.  Until I get
it figured out, it’s up to you to stop them.  All kidding
aside, I am still working on that because when I
sanded the area to rid myself of the bubbles, I went
through to the plastic and there are some nice little
scars on the paint.  So guys, I’m entertaining any and
all suggestions, other than putting it where the sun
doesn’t shine.

Well, got to jet.  You all have a great January
meeting and I’ll see you in March.

My name is Dr Phil, and I have RNLS.
Director of DPIOFFACFRNLS

Website Update
Remember that Webmaster Scott Doyle reformatted
the IPMS Memphis website Members Galleries a few
months ago so that each member who has submitted
photos has their own specific gallery.   By simply
clicking on the names on the tabs, website visitors
can see each member’s handiwork.

If you don’t find a gallery with your name on
it please take some photos and email them to Scott.
And remember, your work will look best displayed
on a neutral background (light blue or gray paper).
Sheets of appropriately colored background paper



can be found at Michaels, Hobby Lobby or any art
supply store. We would like to display everyone’s
work, so please send Scott some photos soon.

Memphis’ Radio Hobby Program
Sound like a strange headline?  Well, it’s true…
In December, Memphis’ AM talk radio station KWAM
(AM 990) began airing a half hour Saturday morning
‘Hobby’ program hosted by Mid South Hobbies
owner Emmo Hein…Yep, that same friendly guy
behind the Mid South Hobbies counter who has been
providing us with all of those raffle prizes!

If all goes as hoped, the station will continue the
program in 2009. But, chapter members may want to
take the initiative and call the station at 901-261-4200 to
voice their opinion that the show should be continued.

We can’t guarantee you what the subject
D’jour will be when the program begins again, but you
can be sure that it will be hobby related and intended to
inform and educate listeners about our shared interest…
and, worth a cup of coffee or two.

If it continues in 2009, members might also want
to spread the word among their coworkers, friends and
neighbors.  Who knows, maybe one of them will
acknowledge that he (or she) has been trying to figure out
what to do with all of those tiny pieces that came in that
plastic model kit one of their kids received as a
Christmas present…and, the program just may have
answers for some of  those modeling questions.

Let Us Hear from You
Remember, the Leading Edge is a product of
monthly contributions from chapter members and
friends.  Please remember to send our Editor Roger
Rasor and/or Bill Von Staden any information that
you have for the next issue. E-mail your information
to Roger at roger.rasor@ipaper.com and/or Bill at
Bvonstaden@azo.com

IPMS Memphis
www.ipmsmemphis.com
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