
 
 
 
 
 
January Meeting – NEW TIME!  
Well, another year in the books, and we’re off and 
running for another.  Yeah, can you believe it?   

We have the standard meeting format 
scheduled for January, and we’ll be meeting on 
Saturday the 9th, which is almost as early in the 
month as possible.  And, we will be meeting at an 
earlier time in the evening too.  Please take note that 
beginning in January we will be bumping the meeting 
time up just a bit.  The new start time is 6:30 PM.  
So try to show up at or around 6:15 to make the usual 
mass entrance through the security gate.  

Please bring all of the new goodies you may 
have been blessed with at Christmas, including kits, 
books, decals, etc., and, anything you were fortunate 
enough to finish over the holidays.    

If you arrive after the caravan through the 
security gate, call either Kevin Wilson’s cell at (901) 
833-7051 or Roger at (901) 237-3977 to get in the 
door.  We look forward to seeing you there! 
 
December Meeting, A Big Success!  
In keeping with our normal December routine, Kevin 
Wilson came roaring into the parking lot with a full 
load of hot pizzas in the truck, and the meeting 
started as we experienced the joys of melted cheese!  

Our December meetings have taken on a Christmas 
party atmosphere, and this one was no exception.  There 
were no warm holiday beverages to liven the party, but 
none were needed.  Members brought with them the 
warmth of good fellowship, hearty appetites and a 
substantial number of outstanding models to compete in 
the final contest of the year.  

We regretted that Steve Stohr couldn’t make it 
from Illinois for his annual  end-of-year visit due to 
far too many holiday obligations and Phil and Walt 
were unable to make the trip from Alabama.  But it 

 
 
 
 

 
was for a very good reason – Phil was the best man at 
Will Nichols’ wedding, which occurred on the same 
day.  So we send congratulations from IPMS 
Memphis to Will and his bride Robyn!   

We held a raffle and then gave away a Holiday 
door prize. It didn’t matter to Jack Wade which was 
which, because he won both!  Jack lifted a Tamiya 1/48 
P-47M and a Tamiya 1/72 Mosquito off the table and 
tucked them under his arm as he cheerfully uttered  “Ho, 
ho, ho!”  As always, we thank our steady chapter 
sponsors, Steve Stohr’s North American Hobbies and 
Mid South Hobbies in Memphis, for their raffle support.  

We then got on with the evening’s big event; 
our end-of-the-year chapter contest. 
 
Rasor Tops Final 2009 Contest 
 

 
 

Roger’s RAF 4 Squadron Mk. IV Canadair Sabre     Photo by Rich Van Zandt 
Our final contest of 2009 had ‘Roundels’ as the 
theme, and nine members filled two tables with 
entries.  When the ballots were tallied, Roger Rasor 
took first place with a 1/48 Canadair Mk. IV Sabre in 
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possible the actual aircraft’s markings that were 
pictured in a book about the RAF Sabres that Scott 
Doyle had loaned to him.  Roger’s efforts were 
well worth it.  All agreed the finished product 
looked great. 

A captured 1/48 Fieseler Storch took second 
place honors for Bill Von Staden.  Bill had built the 
Tamiya kit in out-of-the-box form, and used the  
 

 
 

Bill’s Storch was in captured RAF markings.              Photo by Rich Van Zandt 
limited run Mike Grant decals to replicate the hand-
painted British markings that were painted over the 
Luftwaffe insignia.  The desert tan camouflage 
scheme had a pale blue squiggle finish airbrushed 
over the upper surfaces. And, Bill confirmed that all 
of it was applied free hand.   

Rich Van Zandt had managed to complete 
the 1/48 Hasegawa F-8E(N) Crusader he has been 
working on for some time, and it earned him third 
place.  This big naval fighter was finished in the  
 

 
 

Rich’s French Navy Crusader captured 3rd place.       Photo by Rich Van Zandt 

medium blue shade used by the French Navy, was 
adorned with French roundels and featured the 
distinctive ‘Duck’ markings on the vertical fin. 

A nicely turned-out Tamiya 1/48 Sieran 
floatplane was Stan Parker’s entry.  This one was a 
recent example of Stan’s continuing quest to build  

 
 

Stan’s entry was Tamiya’s graceful Aichi Sieran .      Photo by Rich Van Zandt 
every Japanese WW II aircraft kit available in 1/48 
scale.  Since only a hand-full of these unique aircraft 
actually was built, the options for paint schemes were 
limited to the ubiquitous IJN green over gray.  And, 
fortunately for Stan, the bright red Hinamarus included 
a white outer ring that just managed to qualify as a 
roundel.  Stan used Tamiya acrylics for the finish, and 
the model looked very nice on its beaching dolly.   

Joe Vincent showed up with a model of an 
aircraft we don’t often see, the RAF’s Gloster 
Javelin.  This one was built from the Airfix 1/72 kit.  
 

 
 

Joe’s 1/72 Airfix Javelin was quite a surprise.              Photo by Rich Van Zandt 
Of course, it was in the traditional green and grey 
over grey finish and displayed British markings.  The 
model clearly showed that the original 2-place 
aircraft was a large one with plenty of wing area!   

Jack Wade found he was running short of  
time to finish his planned contest model due to his 
son’s growing interest in sharing Dad’s hobby with 
him, so he could not complete his Trumpeter RAF 
Lightning in time for the December meeting.  But his 
recently completed 2-place conversion of the 1/72 
Revell of Germany Hawker Hunter definitely 

RAF markings, built from a 
Hasegawa F–86F kit.  
Roger had modified the 
necessary fuselage details 
to match drawings Phil 
Hale had sent to him, 
fitted it with a Jaguar 
resin cockpit and used 
Aeromaster decals to 
match as closely as   



qualified for this contest, so he brought it instead.  
Jack explained he did have to affect some repairs 

to the model due to the actions of his former 
housecleaning woman, who managed to ‘dust’ the 
canopy off …and we do mean off.  Rumor has it she may 
now be buried somewhere in an undisclosed location!    

 
 

We were happy to see Jack’s 1/72 2-place Hunter.      Photo by Rich Van Zandt 
Hasegawa’s 1/48 P-40K kit received the careful 
attentions of Jim Webb, who preferred to finish the 
big-tailed bird as a South African Kittyhawk III.  Jim 
worked and reworked the finish on this one during 
the weeks leading up to the meeting to achieve the  
 

 
 

Jim finished his P-40K in weathered SAAF colors.    Photo by Rich Van Zandt 
 

weathered desert finish of brown and Middlestone 
over Azure Blue, and marked it with the orange-
centered roundels of the SAAF, rather than the red 
ones of the RAF.   

It was great to see Kevin Wilson return to 
modeling, with all that he has had going on in recent 
months.  Kevin found the 1/48 Tamiya F2A Buffalo 
kit met the contest criteria nicely, and finished it in 
one of the early war British schemes with the 
camouflaged topside surfaces and ‘half sky blue/half 
black’ lower surfaces as used by the RAF in 
Singapore.  The finish looked great and we had to 
admit the kit was still able to hold its own in spite of 
coming out of a 1970’s vintage tooling! 

Although he could not make it to the meeting, 
we also had a 1/32 Trumpeter P-40B built as a 
Tomahawk by Ross Armstrong among the entries. 
 

 
 

Kevin’s Tamiya Buffalo confirmed that He’s Back!   Photo by Rich Van Zandt 
We won’t have all the details on this one until next 
month, when Ross will explain it all.  But in the 
meantime, we can tell you that it was painted in AVG 
markings, with well-worn brown/ green upper  
 

 
 

Ross’ Trumpeter1/32 P-40B dwarfed all the others.    Photo by Rich Van Zandt 
surfaces, and that the Allison engine was exposed to 
show the extra detailing work Ross had done. 

We look forward to our theme contests 
producing some excellent models and this one 
produced nine of them.  In fact, the total count came 
close to topping the number entered in our P-47 
contest a couple of years ago.  A great turnout, and 
the results earned a ‘well done’ to all participants!   
 

 
Dues News, or Not…for 2010 
Yes, this is the part of the chapter’s January 
newsletter where we usually remind you to bring 
cash to the meeting to renew your annual chapter 
membership.  And, we traditionally also threaten you 
with bodily harm by our Cajun treasurer if you don’t 
bring the proper amount, or try to pay with a bogus 
four party, out-of-state, postdated check.   

Well, this time it’s different.  And, if you are a 
full-fledged fully paid 2009 member in good standing, 
you’re going to like what you are about to read.  Our 
esteemed (well, OK, not esteemed, but recognized) 
executive committee has decided to make a one-time 



exception to our normal procedure.  Since the 
chapter’s treasury balance at the end of the year was 
deemed ‘adequate’, with the rather consistently 
contributed earnings from our monthly raffles, all 
2009 members will enjoy a ‘price rollback’ benefit 
for next year.   

Here’s the deal:  The paid-in-full 2009 
members of the chapter will have their annual renewal 
fee for 2010 paid from the treasury.  That’s right, they 
will pay $0 in January.  Monthly dues will still be $3, 
to make sure our treasurer has something to do at the 
meetings.  And, any new members in 2010 (as well as 
any past members who did not renew in 2009) will 
still have to pay $15 to join (or rejoin) the chapter.   

Please note that it’s a one time one-year 
benefit to 2009 members that could be repeated next 
year depending on how well we will do financially in 
2010.  So, you may want to consider using some of 
that ‘extra’ January cash to buy an extra raffle ticket 
or two, or three, or… Who knows, it may come back 
to you as a benefit in 2011. 
 
And, Thanks to Jim Webb… 
Those who attend the January meeting will be invited to 
sort through his collection of forty or so WINGS and 
AIRPOWER magazines (from the 1970’s, 80’s and 90’s) 
that he says he’d like to give to chapter members. So, be 
sure to be there on time…as they will be available first 
come, first served and they will be free. 
 
Randy’s Reply  
In last month’s newsletter, Pat Donahue shared with us 
the rather dramatic action he took to remedy an Fw 190 
warped wing problem, and added that he was motivated 
to take the action after remembering how Randy Lutz 
said he solved a somewhat similar problem when 
building a Monogram Bf 110 kit.  

After reading Pat’s article, Randy emailed us 
this commentary: “I am tickled pink that Pat was able 
to benefit from one of my past experiences.  And while 
I did in fact cut off the tail end of my 110, it was not my 
first choice of corrective action.  I initially had plans to 
dunk the kit in boiling water, but both Jamie and Mark 
thought I was nuts.  It was Jamie who suggested that I 
cut off the rear and re-attach at the correct orientation.  I 
agreed to his suggestion only after both Mark and Jamie 
plied me large quantities of Canadian liquid courage 
(beer).  This liquid courage has been known to cast me 
into situations where Rule #6 of Murphy's Law and 
Corollaries takes effect, which states ‘It's easier to get 
involved in something than it is to get out of it and the 
ease of involvement and difficulty of extraction are 
directly proportional to the difficulty of the project."    

So Pat, your suspicions are confirmed.  Beer was 
involved in the decision making process.   
 
Dr Phil  
Howdy boys…wow, another new year is on us already 
and I need to make a resolution or two (or three or 
four). Seems that time flies, whether you are having 
fun or not…and it’s going faster and faster…how fast, 
Dr Phil?  Well, so fast that my 36 hour Cialis only 
lasted about 36 seconds!  

Man oh man, my first resolution will be that I 
need to build a few models and see if that will slow 
things down some.  Maybe model building will be like 
the guy with a new checkbook who is told his account 
in out of money, but says it can’t be true because he still 
has checks in the checkbook. Maybe as long as I have a 
few models left, I won’t pass on to the great hobby shop 
in the sky.  Hey…wasn’t that a song?  “Hobby Shop in 
the Sky…Goin’ up to the Shop in the Sky; that’s where 
I’m gonna go when I die; when I die and they lay me to 
rest; I’m gonna build the model that’s the best.   

This looks like it is going to be a good year for 
shows and contests.  We actually have one each month 
for the first four months or so…So, got to get to 
getting’ and keep them doggies getting’ Bandai!  Ever 
notice how close Bandai is to Bansai?!   I think it’s too 
close for comfort…Bandai! 

Before we get down to business...How’s Luke, 
you ask?  Well he is doing OK, but he wasn’t really 
clear on the idea of Christmas.  He thought the 
Christmas tree was his personal climbing tree and that we 
added all the lights to guide his way. Not only did he take 
the tree down but managed to tangle himself to the hilt in 
the lights.  Unsatisfied with just bringing down the tree 
and making a mess out of the lights, he then tried to drag 
the whole mess out the cat door.  Now the cat door is at 
best 6” x 6” and he himself just barely fits, so needless to 
say, he was not a happy camper when I found him 
several hours later.  Every time he passes the tree…at 
a very healthy distance…he begins to shake all over. 

OK…now back to business; my New Year’s 
resolutions. Come listen to my story about a man named 
Phil.  A poor mountain modeler just tyin’ to keep his 
legend intact…huh…what this all about?  Well, I got 
your attention anyway. I have been working on a 
Special “Olympic” Hobby F2G Corsair for over three 
months now, and every time I get through one hoop I 
find another hoop that needs attention.  I worked for 
over a month, trying to find a more accurate substitute 
for what I thought was a misshapened cowling.  That 
little goose chase ended with a Mexican Standoff.  I 
found three sets of drawings that showed the Special 
Hobby cowling to be accurate and three other sets that 



showed it to be inaccurate.   
So, back to the old drawing board….uh… 

well, cutting board.  Anyway, I finally decided to work 
with the Special Hobby cowling.  You must understand 
that I am working on this little gem for a review for 
Aerospace Modeler, so everything must be absolutely 
110% spot on, dead on the money, down to the last itty, 
bitty, nitty detail…perfect!  After all, I have a reputation 
to protect.  I can’t let all those who read the magazine 
know that Dr Phil Hale doesn’t build the perfect model.  
Me, not perfect!  Man that is like saying Bear Bryant 
was a gay girl’s softball coach.  Well, at least that’s 
what’s in my mind.  And so far it’s caused me weeks 
of work, numerous kits (and ruining a few in the 
process)…not to mention all the hours looking for 
elusive reference material.  All to decide that the 
Special Hobby cowling was…at least…well  
OK…maybe even fairly accurate after all.   

Did I learn my lesson?  Heck no!  Next, it 
was on to the canopy and the windscreen.  Now this 
rabbit run was a little more serious as the end result 
had to be clear, as in see through, you know.  I talked 
to about six people and got at least 30 or more 
opinions on what I should do.   One guy said that he 
had a cousin that used to work for a guy who knew a 
guy that had an uncle who flew with a guy who married 
a girl whose father was in the navy in World War I and 
he used to play golf with a guy who worked as a janitor 
for Curtiss during the war, and he said for sure that the 
relief tube was made by Yellow Rain Byproducts and 
was natural metal.  I said, “Well, that’s great, but how 
does that help me with a Corsair canopy?”  Huh?  Yeah,  
a rabbit run for sure.  All because, in my mind the 
supplied vacuum formed canopy was too thin.  No 
shape problems, just too freakin’ thin.   

Finally…after another month of “progress”… 
yeah “progress”…I finally decided that a Skyraider 
canopy (Tamiya Skyraider, as a Monogram just would 
not do) would make a perfect substitute.  Remember 
now, this is for my little ego, so that readers will know 
beyond all shadow of a doubt that Dr Phil Hale will 
ruin any kit, spend any amount of money, climb any 
mountain, swim any sea to make sure that his model is 
110% spot on.   

Is this Advanced Modeler’s Syndrome or 
what?  I am convinced if you look up the word “idiot” 
in any dictionary, my photo will be there.  I don’t have 
the nerve to look to make sure, but I just know it is 
there.  At least four kits up a wild hawg’s butt and on 
their way to Arkansas…expensive kits at that.  Where 
is the Corsair, you ask?  Well, it is sitting in various 
locations around my work area and the same shape it 
was in way back in September.   
No “progress” and no written words for the article.  

What a way to run a railroad?  What railroad?  The 
Southern Railroad?  Yeah I know this guy who 
knows a guy…All for what?  My stinkin’ little 
reputation.  Yeah, my reputation and $1.60 might get 
me a coke in some places.   

Why do we, and I say we because you all do 
it too.  Yeah you do, don’t lie.  In the quest for 
“accuracy” or to be a legend in our own mind, we go 
to extremes to prove that when we build something, 
we are the only ones that know that subject.  Mine is 
right and yours is well…not as right as mine.   

A very wise man told me the other day to just 
build an OOB model and have some fun again.   He 
said that’s one of his New Year’s resolutions and I 
think that he may just be on to something there, and 
just as soon as I get this…Yeah, yeah, yeah. I can’t, I 
just can’t do it right now.  Maybe I’ll be able to make 
my resolution another day.   

But now if you’ll excuse me, I’ll get back to 
making “progress” on my F2G.  I know now how 
Luke felt when he was trying to drag that Christmas 
tree through a 6” square hole.  But, I’m not going to 
let this thing beat me!  Hmmm…now that’s a pretty 
good New Year’s resolution, isn’t it?! 

Dr Phil signing off for now…and I heard him 
exclaim as he broke through the shrink wrap…you 
know, I think it was a Tamiya P-47D canopy after all. 
Dr Phil   

 
Detailing A Seafire? 
Rumor has it that some of our out-of-town chapter 
members and friends have challenged one another to 
build Supermarine Seafires.  It occurred to us then 
that it might be a good time to include a brief 
Eduard product review that Randy Lutz sent to us 
some time back.  According to Randy, Eduard 
photo-etched set #48-202 is designed for the Airfix 
1/48 Spitfire 22/24 or the Seafire 46/47. This set 
consists of 77 metal parts and a sheet of photo-
negative instrument faces printed on clear mylar.   

The majority of this set is designed for the 
cockpit area.  In fact, all but 15 parts end up in or 
around the cockpit.  Basically, everything supplied by 
Airfix is discarded except the control stick, rudder 
pedal mount and instrument panel.  However, even 
the last two kit parts mentioned are modified by 
means of metal parts. As this set is somewhat generic, 
in that it is designed for both marks of the Spitfire and 
Seafire, some parts are not for use in certain aircraft.  
The instructions do not specify these differences, but 
they apply to part numbers 7, 62 and 63.  These are the 
landing flap position indicator doors and linkage that 
protrude from the upper surface of the wing.  They 



should not be used on the Seafire FR.47. The remaining 
non-cockpit parts are for the oleo torque links and 
radiator grills.  Overall, a nice set with a suggested retail 
price of $11.99. Our thanks to Randy for sharing this 
timely review with us. 
 
Website Reminder 
It’s a new year but the message is the same. Webmaster 
Scott Doyle reminds everyone that he needs photos 
from each of us to add to the gallery.  In checking the 
website, we note not all members have gallery photos of 
their models and we would like to see all members 
represented in the gallery. So, we ask that those who 
have not yet emailed photos of their models to Scott do 
so soon so he can include them in the gallery. 

If you have not taken photographs of your most 
recent models and need some help, please contact 
Roger, Scott or Rich.  Rich can photograph any 
member’s models for the gallery that are brought to a 
monthly meeting.  So, that might be the quickest and 
easiest way to have your models included with those of 
the rest of the members on our website. 

As we have said in previous newsletters, the 
website is the product of contributions from chapter 
members and a reflection of  member involvement… 
so please email Scott a few photos of your recent 
models soon or bring some to the meeting this 
Saturday to have them photographed.   

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Let Us Hear from You 
Remember, the Leading Edge is a product of monthly 
contributions from chapter members and friends. Send 
our Editor Roger Rasor and/or Bill Von Staden any 
information you have for the next issue. Email your 
information roger.rasor@ipaper.com and/or  
bvonstaden@yahoo.com  
 
 
 

 
IPMS Memphis 
www.ipmsmemphis.com 
 
Annual membership in IPMS Memphis is $15/year, 
payable in January of each year, plus $3 meeting 
dues collected at each meeting attended. 
 
Meetings are held on the second Saturday of the month 
at the Pinnacle Airlines training center, 1785 
Nonconnah Blvd, Suite 111, Memphis.  
 
President:  Roger A. Rasor  
e-mail: roger.rasor@ipaper.com 
Phone: (901) 237-3977 
 
Vice President:  Bill Von Staden 
e-mail: bvonstaden@yahoo.com 
Phone: (901) 758-0779 
 
Secretary/Treasurer:  Kevin Wilson 
e-mail: KWilson206@aol.com 
Phone:  (901) 833-7051 
 
Webmaster:  Scott Doyle 
e-mail: scott@ipmsmemphis.com 
Phone:  (901) 751-4039 
 
IPMS Contact Mailing Address:  
IPMS MEMPHIS, 1677 Falling Leaf Rd., 
Germantown, TN  38138-6286  
 
Treasurer:  
Kevin Wilson, 10176 Fox Chase Drive, Olive 
Branch, MS 38654 
 

 
 

IPMS Memphis is a chartered chapter of IPMS USA 
and IPMS Canada.  For more information, visit 
www.ipmsmemphis.com  
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