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April Meeting — As You Were

At our April meeting, we were back to our standard
format, with the exception of watching a DVD of the
John Ford WW II film short on the Battle of Midway,
in original WW II color, no less! It has been a long
time since we’ve watched something like this where
they didn’t have F4U’s and SB2C Helldivers thrown
in to give the film additional footage. The original
film was produced within a few months of the battle,
so the images were quite real and the camera was
shaken each time a bomb exploded nearby as the
attack was filmed. You had to feel sorry for the
Marines flying those Vought Vindicators in their
efforts to ward off the Zeros — it was enough to make
you long for them to be in an F2A Buffalo!

Our world famous raffle was back for another
round, and Scott Doyle managed to end up with a new
1/48 Hasegawa Mitsubishi F1M2 “Pete” floatplane kit
with the photo-etched parts included. He didn’t hesitate
for a moment has he reached for that one. Again, we
have to thank our faithful sponsors - North American
Hobbies and the ever-popular Mid-South Hobbies.
When you need kits or hobby supplies, please think of
these guys first!

We had only one model in progress, and it
was the new Hasegawa 1/72 Hawkeye being worked
on by Rich Van Zandt. This one will be done in
some colorful markings, and will feature dropped
flaps and the latest 8-blade props.

The presentation of completed models was led
off by Kevin Wilson, who had built the Hasegawa
1/48 P-40N in the markings of the 15,000™ Curtiss
Fighter. This is the one with national insignia of all
the countries which flew, uh... well, either the P-40
or any Curtiss fighter aircraft, we didn’t get that one
clarified. The other model Kevin had there was
completed in — get ready — one week. He purchased
the 1/48 Tamiya Volkswagen Type 82E in Anniston,
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Rich’sHawkeye project attracted a lot of attenti on  Photo by Roger Rasor

and here it was finished in the standard German
armor dark yellow with some nice weathering, and
sitting on a base. Kevin says he will do at least one
more of these Kkits.

Kevin learned a bit about decaling on thi‘;one. Photo by Rich Van Zandt
Stan Parker had completed the venerable (that means
a kit that’s been around for a while) 1/48 Hasegawa
F-15C Eagle, USAF-style...that is, without the tail pipe
turkey feathers. Stan had this one in the two-tone gray
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Kevin's*surprise’ Tamiya'stype 82E Volksvagen  Photo by Rich Van Zandt
scheme, and had lifted the missiles out of the Kinetic

F-16 kit, which he says has enough missiles in it to last

you a few U.S. jet kits and then some.

Stan’ sHasegawa F-15C with itsadded ordnance.  Photo by Rich Van Zandt
Roger Rasor had expanded his collection of “V-1’s and
Their Derivatives” from 1/72 and 1/48 scales to include
1/35 scale. The new Bronco kit was fairly expensive,
but it wasn’t all that accurately detailed as delivered.
Roger had to rework the engine inlet, rudder, catapult
launching lug and the fuse conduit cover on the
fuselage, along with scratch building a number of
missing details, before it was ready to be finished as a
buzz bomb loaded with a Trialen explosive charge.

Roger described the modificationsto hislatest V-1 Photo by Rich Van Zandt
David Morris had completed the recently released
Hasegawa 1/32 P-40K in Nollmeyer’s markings.
Perhaps surprisingly, based on the way it looks in the

box, this one didn’t exactly fall together. David had a
few issues with Hasegawa’s engineering along the way,
but ended up with a nice result with the big- tailed P-40.

E—

meyer’ scamouflaged P-40K Photo by Rich Van Zandt
Rich Van Zandt rounded out the evening’s collection
with a new F-22A in 1/48 scale made from the
Academy kit. This one had a few tricky areas on it, and
Rich had installed the resin cockpit from Wolfpack
Design. He also thought some of the Academy kit’s
color call-outs on the instructions were questionable,
and used his best judgment. Rich also had his big

Dd’sversion of Nol

Rich’sF-22A, finished in auniquecolor scheme  Photo by Rich Van Zandt
1/48 Hasegawa F/A-18E Super Hornet back for another
visit. This was the weapons-drop test plane with sixty-
eleven cameras mounted all over it, as well as a bunch
of those black/white photo targets — most impressive!

Another look at Rich’sF/A-18E ‘Salty Dog400'  Photo by Rich Van Zandt



May Meeting Up!

We hope you will be able to join us for our May
meeting on the evening of Saturday the 9" at 7 PM.
Try to show up early before the security gate closes,
since it is being locked again. We will gather outside
at 6:45 PM to try to make a mass entrance. If you are
late, call either Kevin Wilson’s cell at (901) 833-
7051 or Roger at (901) 237-3977 to get in the door.
We look forward to seeing you there!

Pat’s Pete Progress

The Roger-Editor-Meister of the Leading Edge asked
me to share a few words about the progress on my
1/48 Hasegawa F1M2 Pete. Considering the glacial
rate at which I build, I thought maybe he had called
me by mistake while trying to reach Dr. Phil!
Because, as they used to kid me down in ‘Nawlins,
most people can get a model built before I have the
shrink wrap off, sad but true...

Anyhoo...The photo below shows many of
the subassemblies that I found would go together
very quickly. As I said, I build at something like the
speed of a glacier moving across the landscape so the
fact that so many components are already assembled
is testimony to how quickly the parts go together. In
addition, I now have the first color coat on the
cockpit parts using WEM colors. The cockpit will be
impressive. A box stock model has 40+ parts in the
cockpit, but I added more stuff. With the help of the
Maru Mechanic on the a/c, I added approximately 60
parts to the cockpit...mostly wiring, cabling, valves,
switches, wiring boxes, etc...the usual AMS stuff
that probably will not be seen after I get the thing
together. But since I had the references and I really
like the plane...well, I just had to do it.

At this point in the build, I can say that you
should plan to take some time preparing the parts for
the cockpit even if you do the model box-stock...

lots of stuff in there to cut from the sprues, polish up,
and you should expect to spend quite a bit of time
painting. In fact it took a full ounce of thinned color just
to spray everything I’m putting in there.

Also, I can offer a suggestion to anyone else
who is contemplating this kit: Hasegawa gives the
cockpit cover over the pilots seating area as an insert
to accommodate the earlier models of the a/c which
have a different windshield and have been announced
by Hasegawa. This insert, which fits rather well, is
supplied as one piece to be glued down over the
cockpit opening. You might want to cut this insert in
half and glue the separate parts to the fuselage sides
before painting and assembly. This will eliminate the
need to do any polishing and sanding around your
painted cockpit assembly and also will allow you to
paint the inside of the insert and blend it into the
interior fuselage as this will be impossible to do once
it is glue in place above your painted and installed
cockpit assembly.

The model does have some quirks that you
do not normally have to worry about in preparing
parts. For example; one normally doesn’t have to
worry about sanding the front and rear edges of the
cockpit floors to eliminate the sprue gates since these
won’t be seen. However, the Pete has flooring on
different levels and if you look in the cockpit you can
see the rear and forward edges of the pilot’s and radio
operator’s floors clearly. You also can see down into
the center section area with its supplied fuel tank, so
watch the seams on the fuel tank and make sure that
area is fully painted. Also, there are some center
section clear window inserts in the belly that will
have to be faired in, polished, etc. just like any other
clear window.

Take your time on the cowling. Itisin 3
pieces again to accommodate other releases and it fits
together well if one take the time to glue it together
section-by-section to maintain the shape and close fit
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between the parts. Nothing at all here like some of
the Fw 190 kits on the market...just glue one section
at a time rather than try to do the whole cowl at once
and you will be fine.

Hasegawa did a good job of molding the
floats...good fit...but the outrigger floats have an
access plate on the top of the float with (by necessity)
a seam running through it, so it will probably need to
be rescribed after sanding the seam smooth. Don’t
forget to add about an once of weight to the forward
section of the main float so the old girl doesn’t sit on
her stern when positioned on the beaching dolly.
Hasegawa calls for 3/4 oz. AND should you forget,
they do give you a tail float stand that looks very
much like the real ones the ground crew used to keep
the real float level when they were walking around on
it while doing maintenance.

I don’t really know if the ‘photo retch’ is
worth trying to use. The kit’s molded instrument
panels (all 4!) are beautiful and I see no advantage
replacing them with the p/e ones. Also the p/e float
stiffeners are rather difficult to conform to the float
sides and I used .005 sheet instead, using the etch as a
template to make the new stiffeners.

So, I now have many subassemblies ready,
cockpit details enhanced and most interior
components painted. Not bad progress for me. Stay

tuned for more next month.
Pat Donahue
IPMS 5261

Dr Phil

Howdy, boys. Well, it’s nice to be back from that
place where the good doctor gets to relax surrounded
by those padded walls. And...ah, the sunshine and
fresh air really does wonders for the old complexion.

I’ve been catching up on the news since |
took that little break and I’ll be John H. Brown if that
dad gum Walt Holmes didn’t get another ride in a
Mustang. He tells me he was just in the right place at
the right time but now I just don’t know if I believe
that or not. If that is true, he’s one of the luckiest
people on this planet with a knack for good timing.
Two Mustang rides in less than two months...what’s
next, he actually finishes a model? Now that would
be just too much for the old Doc to handle...
ARRGGHHHHHH!!

...Ha, Ha, fooled you! You just knew I was
going to go off the deep end again, now didn’t
you...you can admit it... ARGHHH...Uh Oh...I can
feel it coming on...I’m going oooooofffffftf the
deeeeeepppppnnnnnnndddddd againnnnnnnn!

DAD GUM his timing!
Well kids, as we wave bye, bye to good old Dr P

again as those lovely men in the white coats help him
back into his favorite ‘limousine’, we also welcome
our guest author for this month Dr S. Heet Plastic-
Kard, the world renowned English Scratch Builder.
Since Roger had asked Dr P. about scratch building
for this article, it seems appropriate for Dr P. to have
one of his “fits”...uh breakdowns when Dr Plastic-
Kard just happened to be available. So without
further ado about nothing, take it away Dr P. K.

I say, terribly sorry, old chaps about Dr
Phil...but we shall carry on in his stead. You know
stiff upper lip and all that rot, eh? Yes well, on with
the show as it were, eh? Scratch building is rather
akin to some of the black arts in modeling, somewhat
like natural metal finishes, rigging biplanes or even
decaling, deeecaling or decling.

This, at least is what many modelers think.
Scratch building may seem very daunting at first but
when it is boiled down, somewhat like a good cup of
tea and you know how much we English love our
tea...speaking of tea, well it is just about that
time...Jolly good, I’ll get back on track...where was
I...Oh yes, tea...NO, give me a minute...Ah yes,
scratch building a tea pot...Yes well, scratch building
in general. Daunting task, eh much like keeping Dr
Phil around lately, eh what? When it is all boiled
down, scratch building is merely a matter of proper
reference material, proper tools, time and
patience...Oh blast where is that tea, man? What, no
crumpets? You Yanks are just not civilized. OH
ALL RIGHT, man, good grief...Yes well, back to
scratch building.

As I said before, it is just a matter of four
things. One must have either proper photos or
drawings of what he is attempting to build and a good
eye for size. It helps if one has something that can be
measured to make sure of the fit. If, say, you need to
replace a cockpit floor for whatever reason, the old
one should be measured to size the replacement.
Sometimes, you just have to eyeball the
measurements and once the plastic is cut, it is then
test fitted. You then make your adjustments with files
or sandpaper and test fit until you are satisfied. A
wise man once wrote in an article on scratch
building, “Do not be afraid to make the same part
several times until you are completely satisfied with
the results”. Oh, this is so true.

Lay in a good stock of sheet plastic and
plastic strips of various sizes before beginning your
project. Several companies, such as Evergreen and
Plastruct make a good range of sheet and properly
sized strip styrene. Both companies make various
other shapes, tubes and rods as well. This makes
scratch building much easier and faster.



One other thing to keep in mind when scratch building
is the size of the cockpit, wheel well or other opening
with interior details. If your opening is small, then you
don’t need to replicate everything, just concentrate on
what you can see. Also, don’t get wrapped around an
axle trying to make every little rivet, knob, switch.
Again, concentrate on what you can see.

I know, I know... you’ll know it’s in there.
Just make sure that what you do is done well. The
judges don’t care if you have 400 parts in your ejection
seat if the seat is glued in crooked.

Scratch building can be enjoyable if you take it
slow and work up to a new level each time you build.
You'’ll find that it is much more rewarding than using a
resin interior and many times it’ll be easier to fit. The
subject is interesting enough that I’ve decided to make
this the introduction to a multi-part article. Next time
we’ll show some pictures of scratch built items and talk
more about tools, materials and references.

All modelers need to work on patience and
time management. We all fall into the trap of not
allowing enough time to proper finish a model before
the next contest. Scratch building may be just what is
needed to force you to manage your time better and to
slow your building down.

Well, I say old chaps, this is Dr S. Heet Plastic-
Kard saying a “cherrio” to all you Yanks and see you in
the funny papers, eh what?

Well, folks we hope you enjoyed Dr Plastic-
Kard’s first part on scratch building. It appears that
he’ll be back next month, sitting in for Dr Phil again
unless Walt slows down on the Mustang rides.

So once again this is you friendly neighborhood
announcer, Herr Looft Waffe bidding you a fond
adieu until next time. Oh yeah, you know where to
write Dr P, right?

Last Month’s Errata:

The gremlins managed to get in the act again. Last
month they succeeded in editing out most of the lead-in
paragraph in Scott Doyle’s book review of A Dawn Like
Thunder. With apologies to Scott and to set things right,
we are rerunning the review in it’s complete form.

A Dawn Like Thunder

The True Story of Torpedo Squadron Eight

$27.99 Little Brown Publishing

Weather you are a dedicated student of WWII or
have a casual interest in the subject, you have no
doubt heard of the heroic flight of the USS Hornet’s
Torpedo Squadron Eight at the Battle of Midway on June
4,1942. Lieutenant Commander John Waldron lead his

squadron of Douglas TBD Devestator torpedo bombers
in an attack on the Japanese fleet without fighter cover
and all of the squadron’s planes were shot down by
defending Zeros. All but one lone crewman, Ensign
George “Tex” Gay were killed. For most people, this
is where the story of Torpedo Eight begins and ends.
But there is much more to the story.

Robert J. Mrazek
has produced a well-
researched and very well
written account of the
history of Torpedo Eight
from the outbreak of WWII
ROBERT J. MRAZER ;0 the Sql,lad_ron,’s h

ecommissioning at the
“wadd — end of November 1942.

__ 4 wiad The story is told by

&J introducing the reader to

- some of the individual
members of the squadron and telling how these men
came to their moment in history. The reader is
taken into action with Saratoga and a little piece of
the South Pacific known as Guadalcanal. Torpedo
Eight was part of the “Cactus Air Force”, taking
action against the Japanese fleet as it tried to wrest
control of Guadalcanal from the Americans. The
squadron had many successes including the sinking
of the carrier Ryujo. When the squadron ran out of
aircraft, members left on Guadalcanal manned
positions alongside the Marines as the Japanese
tried to take back Henderson Field.

The beauty of the book is its style, which allows
the reader to experience the situation through the eyes of
the participants. The squadron was involved in so much
of'the early Pacific campaign there is a Forest Gump
quality to their story. The reader comes away with a
better understanding of the Midway operation and what
happened on Guadalcanal. The Epilogue tells the story
of the major participants after the squadron’s
decommissioning as well as final fates. This is one book
where the appendices are well worth reading. Appendix
one is very enlightening on what really happened on
board the Hornet prior to launch on June 4 and why Lt.
Commander Waldron disobeyed orders and split from
the rest of the Hornet’s air wing in searching for the
Japanese fleet. Torpedo Eight was the only group of the
Homet’s air wing to find the enemy during the battle; all
fighters and some of the bombers had to ditch after
running out of fuel.

After this read you will want to pull out the
Monogram Devastator or Accurate Miniatures Avenger
and pay homage to the brave men of Torpedo Eight.

Scott Doyle
IPMS 39517

TonrESo ScUAGAOH EIGHT



2009 Contests and Other Events

May 30, 2009 King Con, IPMS Roadwarriors,
Briarcrest Christian School, 6000 Briarcrest Ave,
Memphis, TN, Contact Don Moss 901-682-9402

June 20, 2009 IPMS Metro Atlanta Model Expo,
Cobb County Civic Center, 548 South Marietta
Pkwy, Marietta, GA Contact James Corley 770-973-
5666 or jdcorley@bellsouth.net

August 19-22, 2009 IPMS USA National
Convention Hyatt Regency/Battelle Hall, 350 N.
High Street, Columbus, OH Contact
chairman@ipmsusa2009.org

A Parting Shot

The reason for Dr. Phil’s recent meltdowns can be
traced to images like this. The happy chipmunk in the
back seat of this P-51D is none other than our very lucky
chapter member Walt Holmes. Sorry doctor!

MIDSOUTH HOBBIES

Your local source for almost every hobby need
Visit us seven days a week:

733 North White Station Road
Memphis, TN 38122

Phone 901-682-9402

Let Us Hear from You

Remember, the Leading Edge is a product of
monthly contributions from chapter members and
friends. Please remember to send our Editor Roger
Rasor and/or Bill Von Staden any information that
you have for the next issue. E-mail your information
to Roger at roger.rasor@ipaper.com and/or Bill at
Bvonstaden@azo.com

IPMS Memphis

www.ipmsmemphis.com

Annual membership in IPMS Memphis is $15/year,
payable in January of each year, plus $3 meeting dues
collected at each meeting attended.

Meetings are held on the second Saturday of the month at
the Pinnacle Airlines training center, 1785 Nonconnah Blvd,
Suite 111, Mempbhis.

President: Roger A. Rasor
e-mail: roger.rasor(@ipaper.com
Phone: (901) 237-3977

Vice President: Bill Von Staden
e-mail: Bvonstaden@azo.com
Phone: (901) 758-0779

Secretary/Treasurer: Kevin Wilson
e-mail: KWilson206@aol.com
Phone: (901) 833-7051

Webmaster: Scott Doyle
e-mail: scott@ipmsmemphis.com
Phone: (901) 751-4039

IPMS Contact Mailing Address:
IPMS MEMPHIS, 1677 Falling Leaf Rd., Germantown,
TN 38138-6286

Treasurer:
Kevin Wilson, 10176 Fox Chase Drive, Olive Branch, MS
38654

IPMS Memphis is a chartered chapter of IPMS USA
and IPMS Canada. For more information about the
chapter, back issues of this newsletter, a map with
directions to the meeting site and to view a gallery of
models built by chapter members, visit
www.ipmsmemphis.com
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